
ADVISORY REGARDING THE CITY OF OAKLAND 
POINT OF SALE SIDEWALK REPAIR ORDINANCE  

 
TEMPORARY ADVISORY: This Advisory is effective as of July 24, 2019 and is based upon 
information provided by the City of Oakland.  It is anticipated that the City of Oakland will be 
providing updates and/or revising the Ordinance in the coming weeks and months. 
 
Effective July 9, 2019, the City of Oakland requires sidewalk repairs of known, unsafe conditions between the 
prior to the Close of Escrow on the sale of real property (with some exceptions, such as probate sales) which abuts 
city sidewalks. “Sidewalk” as defined in the Ordinance includes, but is not limited to, sidewalks, walkways, 
driveways, curbs, and gutters and other areas. These repairs are also required whenever applying for any city 
approval for construction, remodeling, modification or alteration with estimated costs exceeding $100,000.  
 
The Oakland Sidewalk Repair Ordinance authorizes property owners to hire a contractor holding specified “A,” 
“B” or “C-8” licenses and a current valid Oakland Business License to complete the repairs; the contractor would 
then submit a self-certification of sidewalk compliance under penalty of perjury to the City of Oakland. The City 
has a search function on their website at https://www.oaklandca.gov/  to check on whether or not a licensed 
contractor has the requisite city business license.  At some unknown point in time, City of Oakland construction 
inspectors would then perform random inspections to make certain that all necessary work has been completed.  
 
The Ordinance went into immediate effect on July 9, 2019; however, on July 19, 2019, the City of Oakland 
announced that for a period of 90 days (terminating on October 7th), a property owner can obtain a 
Provisional Sidewalk Compliance Certificate from the Oakland Department of Transportation (which 
requires a filing and processing fee).  This process would enable Buyers and Sellers to close escrow and 
delay making the necessary sidewalk repairs but the repairs would still need to be fully completed on or 
before October 7, 2019, unless the City further amends the Ordinance which cannot be guaranteed.     
 
The attached material from the City of Oakland does not answer what effect these requirements will have on 
property sales that cannot comply with the Ordinance prior to the expiration of the Provisional Certificate and/or 
the scheduled Close of Escrow including, but not limited to, the extent the City will allow Sellers to transfer the 
repair responsibilities to the Buyer, the applicability of the Ordinance to the sale of Common Interest 
Developments (where there is an HOA), and the potential damage to street trees.  It is also unknown to what 
extent the City may consider making exceptions for hardship situations and/or what process may be needed to 
secure such exceptions. 
 
Real Estate Brokers and Agents are not qualified to determine the need for, or the cost of, sidewalk repairs and/or 
provide legal advice or interpretations of this Ordinance and/or compliance requirements for any given Property.  
Sellers and Buyers are urged to carefully review the entire Ordinance passed by the Oakland City Council which 
may be accessed online at:  https://oakland.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=7545820&GUID=55B024DD-9AD4-
46B8-AE75-7B3A21DABADF 
 
Sellers and Buyers are also advised to consult with their own qualified California real estate attorney 
regarding this Sidewalk Repair Ordinance, its compliance requirements and/or questions regarding how to 
proceed with a purchase and sale transaction that may be impacted by this Ordinance. 
 
This Advisory may be signed in counterpart.  The undersigned acknowledge receipt of this 1 page Advisory 
and the attached 2-page FAQ created by the City of Oakland. 
 
SELLER/BUYER: _________________________________  Date: ______________ 
 
 
SELLER/BUYER: _________________________________  Date: ______________  

https://www.oaklandca.gov/


CITY OF OAKLAND  
FAQ on Sidewalk Repair Ordinance 

 
The following is the FAQ created by the City of Oakland, including the City’s Chart regarding the steps 
required for compliance which can be found on line at   https://www.oaklandca.gov/resources/title-
transfer-ordinance-faq.  Brokers and Agents have not and will not verify or otherwise investigate the 
information supplied by the City of Oakland.  Sellers and Buyers should investigate. 

 

https://www.oaklandca.gov/resources/title-transfer-ordinance-faq
https://www.oaklandca.gov/resources/title-transfer-ordinance-faq


 


